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FOCUS ON THE US SPECIFIC MARKET OPPORTUNITY 
FOR DCR & NEOTION’s COMPELLING RANGE                    

OF CABLECARD MODULES. 

 

 

Neotion is aiming at being among the best technology innovator & leader on the global digital TV 
market. The company designs, develops and markets a whole range of products and services such as 
consumer plug-n-play DTV modules and Technologies for Set top Boxes. Its range of products and 
services are powered by a set of in-house design silicon (SoC). Today, with the coming introduction of 
its MPEG-4 breakthrough chip – the Neotion processor 4 - the company shall offer a unique 
combination of advanced codec transcoding and IP hybrid support to any legacy digital TV set.   

Looking specifically at the US, along with the analogue switchover that the country shall soon be 
executing, Digital Cable Ready TV sets (DCR) do enjoy a nationwide skyrocketing consumer demand 
(According to the Consumer Electronic Association, in a recent study dated April 2005, 70% of the US 
consumers are planning to purchase a DCR as their next TV set). In addition, by Law (September 
2003 FCC plug-n-play rule), all DCR must have a standardized CableCard slot. 

On June 9, 2005, the Federal Communications Commission decided to expedite the deadline for all 
24- to 36-inch televisions to be installed with digital tuners to March 1, 2006. Beyond this first key 
milestone, the FCC decided that by December 31, 2006, rather than mid-2007, all TVs from 13 inches 
onwards, as well as DVD burners and by extension other devices that can receive a TV signal, must 
be Digital, and therefore CableCard compliants. 
  
This action will indeed help speeding up the consumer migration towards DTV, and create a 
tremendous opportunity for the Neotion CableCard range of input modules (such range was granted 
by the way with the “Pick Hit 2005” price at last NAB).  
  
The CableCard slot, which we believe the pay TV editors will still for a while be reluctant to use 
(compared to a vertically integrated OCAP based DVR that enables better ARPU and less Churn), is 
actually of great opportunity for Consumer Electronics manufacturers. It has to be considered, beyond 
a Conditional Access upgrade that may never be used, but always be there by Law, as the ultimate 
DTV hub in the consumer perspective, to propose a compelling range of low cost MPEG-4 CableCard 
input modules, thus enabling consumers to add MPEG-4 transcoding capabilities on legacy TV sets, 
but also to easily access the booming emergence of IP based TV and interactivity services. 
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Thanks primarily to the wireless input module (WiFi), we foresee, among many more, a MIX of 
opportunities, such as: 
  

·  The ability to enable Blog On TV (Akimbo is moving in that direction).  

·  The ability to become MPEG-4 compliant (advanced codec is surely paramount for IP based 
communications in Unicast and local wireless networks).  

·  The ability to comply with Yahoo Home Digital type of initiative. Actually, the vision of getting 
Yahoo interactive content onto the TV set - thus enabling the true Convergence of old and 
new media though the emerging base of hybrid digital receivers - does make perfect sense for 
us.  

·  The ability to open up the quadruple play convergence (the domestic PC becomes a true TV 
server).  

·  The ability to create a dynamic for B2B and eLearning TV initiatives.  

·  The ability for the TV manufacturer to build a genuine and captive walled garden set of 
applications to bring more value and stickiness to the DCR mainstream product itself (e.g.: 
pulling of games, EPG, news headlines, etc…). Also, an unlimited number of OCAP based 
applications could be ready for being pulled, rather than coming from any broadcast carrousel, 
from the IP world.  

  
To better illustrates this evolution, we have put up for download a video flash trailer on the following 
link: http://download.neotion.com/mpeg4cam.zip 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
        
 


